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1. SPECIAL TOPICS. 





I. The Treaty of Tirana. 





} The firet two clauses of the Treaty of Tirana (for text see Bulletin 
Vol. II.No.26) have within the last fortnight been construed with much 
variation. It will bererentereca that the first of these vrovided for the 
maintenance of the political juridical and territorial status quo of 
Albania, and that in the second Italy and Albania bound themselves not 

to conclude with any other Power political or military agreements pre- 
judicial to the interests of either parties. 

In Italy the press has for the most part confined itself to assert- 
ing that the Yugoslav agitation has been engineered in #rance and that 
the fact that Article 5 provides for registration with the League of 
Yations establishes the innocent nature of tue awreement. This argument 
is not, however, completely borne out by Articies 18 and 20 of the 
Covenant of the League of Nations which deal with the registration of 
Treaties. These Articles read as follors :- 

. Artieie 18. Every treaty or internationsl engagement entered into 
Hereafter by any member of the League chall be forthwith registered with 
the Secretariat and shall as socn as possible be published. No such 
treaty oF international engagement shall be binding until so registered. 
: Articte 20. The Members of the League severally agree that this Coven- 
ant is accepted as abrogating all obligations and undertakings inter se 
which are inconsistent with the terms thereof, and solemnly undertake thet 
they will not hereafter enter into any engagements inconsistent with the 
terme thereof. 

' In case any Member of the League sialli, before becoming a ember of the 
League, have undertaken any obligations inconsistent with the terms of 
this Covenant, it shall be the duty of such Member to take immediate 
stens to nrocure its release from such obligations. 

. Neither of these two Articles can prevent the parties to an agree- 
ment making secret clauses which are not registered with the Secretariat 
The safeguard they establish is that in the event of either of the con- | 
‘ tracting parties wishing to repudiate any secret clause they may do this 
—e that as the latter had not been registered it can not be 

In Yugoslavia the opinion was widely state t 
established an Italian protectorate in Albania gage Ro ag gy 
prevent agreements being made between the latter country and Yueos] 

nd Greece. The dramati nati ; oy pe pl epg 

a c resignation of M. Ninchtich, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, on Dec. 6th, followed by the resignation of the entire 
Cabinet, lent colour to the belief that the most sinister views were heic 
in official circles as to the motives that had inspired, and tre tender. 
ties that would result, from the Treaty. i. Ninchtich givin “ha i me : 
for his resignation stated that -"recent facts had otteen sm tae een 
shaken the conviction upon which he had based his policy". This state 
ment must however be compared with thet of lf. Ouzounovitch who explained 
to the King that the step taken by his Government was due to the 
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immossibility of carrying on the adninistreaticn wit... a Radical-Radit- 
Chist coalition. It is well known tirat for some time past the Yugo- 
lav Government has been ebarrassed by the activities of M. Raditch. 

It seems therefore necessary to suegeut tiat (a) internal affairs have 
played a considerable vart in the resignation of the Government andthat 
fp) there has been some exaggeration in the speculation that the Govern- 
ment found itself compelled to regign as a resuit of the failure of ite 


~_fereign policy. At all events, though indeed the linking up of the two 


facts must remain a matter of conjecture, tlhe movement of the Government 
has had the effect of drawing the attention of Europe to the Albanian 
situation. 

In Albania the political situation is confused and there is con- 
sideratle obscurity in the relations of President Ahmed Zougu with the 
Italian Government who were cenerelly ccnsidered to have lent support to 
his rival Mgr. Fan Noli. T.e renresentations made last July by Baron 
Aloisi, tre Italian Minister in Albania, to the President were renorted 
to heave been unsuccessful and an enquiry made by the British Foreign 
Office elicited the reply from the Italian Government that their 
representative had exceeded his instructions. 

; It is impossible in the absence of any responsible official state- 
ment to vreciser the nature of the Italian political aims in Albania. 
Outside, however, of the speculative but important issues raised by the 
direction given to the recent negotiations conducted by Baron Aloisi and 
by the lateat possibilities in the treaty that has just been concluded, 
there yet remain to be considered certain faits accomplis. 

By the concession granted to the Italian Bank, Il Credito Italiano, 
which provided for the creation of a National Albanian Bank, Albania 
became considerably nledged to Italy. In addition control of the Bank 
gave Italy control of the commany building roads and railways - a fact 
about which much play has been made in Yugoslavia. A factor of possible 
significance is the holding by an Italian Group (said to have the 
support of the Italian Government) of an oil concession near the port 
of Valona. 

To a large degree the commercial penetration of the country has been 
accomplished by Italy, ani this fact must influence the consideration of 
the Treaty of Tirana. The Temps sees in the Treaty a new expression 
of the pre-war "Drang nach Osten", and should Signor Mussolini give any 
colour to this conception there can be no doubt of the immediate 
repercussion that will result, not merely in Yugoslavia, but also in 
France, Greece, Turkey and Bulgaris, and ainong the members of the 
Little Entente. 





2. THE CUSTOMS SERVICE IN CHINA. 

The interest of foreign powers in the Chinese Customs Service is 
twofold. In the first place Customs revenues form the principal 
securgty for loans floated abroad between 13895 and 16968 to mcet the 
Japanese indemnity, and also tiie Boxer Indemnity, and secondary security 
for the Reorganisation Loan of 1913. Secondly the Powers are interested 
to see that exports and imports in Cliina are subjected to uniform 
Customs duties. 
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tn bre-treaty davs trade was restricted to Canvoa and merchants 
conplaine’ of tue exactions of the Crincse Customs eatalisament. , 
Tresty of Nanking (1842) nrovidei for the avolition of tue trade onevnoiy | 
at Canton, ceded Hongkonz to Great Britain and omened several ovner norte 
including Shanghai to foreizn trade. It also stinuiatel tat a "fair 
and recular Tariff of Exvort and Import Cu3ztoms" should te "publicly 
notified". Goods which naid imoort duty were to be trans-‘erredi witout 
any further taxation to any nart of the Chinese Exnire on payment of a 
fixed transit dut;. he Tariff drawn un 23 a consequence of this and 
subsequent treaties was basei on a unirvorm import and exnort duty of 5% 
ad valorem and transit duty fixed at 243. Certain products were caempt - 
ed. The exactions on tie art of Cina continued ani in 1854 after a 
rebvellion in Shanghai when the customs system tnreatened to break dow 
there was introtucedt at the instance of the British Consul at Shangnai a 
"foreign element into the cu3tons house estavuiisment". In 16503 Robert 
Hart wa3 apnointei Insnector-Geiqgnl and under him tre Chinese Maritine 
Customs service expanded into a great fiscal service. In 10696 an under- 
~taking was given to tiie British “inister sy the C.inese Governuent that 
80 long as British trade in China re.zained greater than tinat or any other 
Power the Inevector should be a Pritisn susject. It must be remembered, 
however, that the Insnector-Generel has always been the servant of tue 
Cninese Government, and it is the function of his organization to snsure 
that all revenues should be duly accounted and remitted to tne Central 
Government. 

; In svite of the treat; agreements with regard to a fixed transit 
duty, there grew up in Ciiina from about tne middie of the last century 
the system of "likin" i.e. pvroevincial impositions on goods in the course 
ef transit which yielded no return to tre Centrai Government. Great 
Britain in 1902 and the tnited States ind Japan in 1/03 entered into 
treaties whereby China undertook tne abolition of the system of likin 
and the other narties to the treaties undertook to assent to the raising 
of tne import duty from 5% to 12+% ani exnort duty from 5% to 7.3. 

These provisions never came into force owing to the inability or the 
Central Government to check the system of likin. 

At Versailles the Chincse Government raisei the question of Tariff 
autonomy basing their arguments on tie fact that unter the cxisting 
Gustome system (1) there was no reciprocity (2) no differentiation was 
made vetween raw materials and necessaries on tic one hen’? and luxuries 
on the other (3) the existing tariff vroduced insufiicient revenue (4) 
trere has been no real revision. Ti-€ question was shelved at Versailles 
but revived at Washington in 1921. The VYashington Conferonce aprroved 
fhe Mine Powsr Treaty whiicti beszins significantly with the words "with a 
view to inerensing the revrnuee of the Chonese Government". The Treaty 
nrovited (1) for the immediate revision ov the Chinsse Import Tariff to 
an effective 5% (2) that a conference of revreseatatives ef the signator) 
powers shoul? assemble in China to prenarc the way (a) for tite abolition 
of likin on the basis of the i902 and 1903 Treaties ani (b} to consider 
the imposition of a surtax of 2... ad valorem on i:nports wit): a surtax 
not exceefing 5% on luxurics (3) Inport Tariff to be revised four years 
after 1922 and at regular intervals of seven years thereafter. 
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Unfortunately before the Conference met there was a delay of three 
years over the "Gold Franc Question" in consequence of which the French 
Governnent refused ratification of the Was:ington Treaty until May 1925. 
The formal onening of the Tariff Conference eventually took place at 
Peking on Cctober 26th 1925. In the interval that had elansed the 
situation in China had considerably altered. The national movement had 
increased enormously andi the civil government had lost all authority. 

At the onening of the Conference the Cuinese representative demand- 
ed complete tariff autonomy within three years and in the interim more 
than double the surtaxes that the Powers at Washington had agreed to 
concede. In addition to the difficulty presented by the Chinese attitude 
there was not comnlete harmony among the Powers themselves. The Ameri- 
can delegate stated that he was prepared to negotiate a new treaty in 
which the princinle of China's tariff autonomy should be affirmed and 
pending autonomy becoming effective on lst January 1929 he proposed 
interim duties on a high scale. To tnis proposal the other delegations, 
with the excention of Japan, agreed, making it conditional on the 
abolition of likin and the maintenance of the existing customs adminis- 
tration, and providing for the consolidation of unsecured debt. The 
Japanese provosal involved the surcharges agreed upon at Washington with 
the contingent plan for the negotiation of independent commercial 
treaties. The discussions at the Conference revolved round tiie follow- 
ing four peints: (1) the formula for Tariff autonomy (2) the extent of 
interim surcharges on the basis of the pronosals of the Chinese delegates 
and the revenue that they might be relied upon to produce (3) the con- 
solidation of unsecured ani inadequately secured debts (4) in view of - 
the probability of political events delaying the conclusion of a tariff 
treaty embodying the pnrinciples involved inl, 2 and 3, the Washington 
surtaxes by way of introduction tc suci treaty. The Conference 
succeeded in evolving a formula for tariff autonomy and a scheme for the 
establishment of surcharges yielding 9. 90,000,000 annually. 

At this stage in the Conference the political situation, culmina- 
ting in the expulsion of Feng Yu-Hsiang from Peking on April 10th, 
necessitated the withdrawal of the majority of the Chinese delegates. 
Ultimately the Conference collansed early in July and its work was 
indefinitely suspended. 


te Disarmament Control in Germany. 


Part V of the Treaty of Versailles limits German armaments and 
provides for the destruction of fortresses, except on the Southern and 
Eastern frontiers, the prohibition of export and inmmort of arms and of 
arms factories, save such as the Allies approve. In order to control 
this limitation Article 205 set up Inter-Allied Commissions of Control 
at Berlin authorised to make inspections anywhere in German territory. 
Germany had to pay for these Commissions (Article 207). A time-limit 
for the Commissions is implied but not stated in Article 203 in the words 
"All the military naval and air clauses in the present Treaty, for the 
execution of which a time-limit is prescribed, shall be executed by 
Germany under tne control of inter-allied Commissions....." 
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Concurrenily with the Allied control, tie Leegsve of Nations Council 
had had the right to investigate the disarmament of Germany, under 
rticle-2£135 whick Yruns:- 
"G9 longs as the present Treaty remcins in foror Geruany undertakes to 
give every facility for any investigation which the League Council, acting 
if need be by ae majority vote, may consider necessary" 


This right has not so far been exercised as the Allie control is 
naturally more severe. Phan on the other rani has for long desired 
that the control of her disarmament srovld pass fron the Allied Comniss- 
ions to the League Ceuncil, aaah will always include souve element of 
neutrality. 

On Sept.27?th 1924 the League Covncil adovte? a scheme for organising 
investigatior, — Balient noints in the elaborate scheme gzera :- 

' The League is to investigate on the request of a Government, in 
recard to information it furnishes. The neizgnbour states of the country 
investigated are to be renresented in the Comiuission of Investigation, 


thics. is to te annointed ad hoc fro: a onncl of oxn.-rts. Tne presi- 
dents, however, are to be anvointed beforerand by the Council. Tae 


Commissions may arrange their own procedure. Grouns ‘nay be detached to 
renain at points in the de:nilitarised zones where continuity of investi- 
gation is requirei. Tone expenses are t9 be borne oy tue League. The 
Comnissions are to function after the withdrawal of the Inter-Aliied 
Comnissicns. 

After the entry of Germany to tne League, the eni of the Allied 
Control cane in sight. Also the scheme was likely to ve interpreted in 
a sense less onerous to Germany tnan in 1924. Therefore on December 11t:: 
1926 the League adopted a renort by M. Benes whic... gave revlies to cer- 
tain questions put oy the German Government to elucidate tue rules for 


mt. 


League investienrtion. The main points of the Rerort are tnat the 
Council is to deciie if investigation is necessary, and to snecify its 
objects and limits. The Comaission i3 to act under Council authority: & 
instruction. rvicle 215 apniies to the Rhine Zone as to other parts of 
Germany. Az it @oes not nropgite for permanent local groups elsewere 
suci Grou rs suall onl: be set un in the Rhine Zone by convention Letwoen 
the Governments concerned. 

During the League Council of December 1626 the negotiations for 
transfer of control were carried through, and resulted in agrecment on 
all but two noints viz:- equipment of fortresses on Germany's Eastern 
border and export from Germany of sori-manufactured eh gem clussj fied 
by the Allies as "wer material". Cheee pcints were he_& over, but if 
they ars not settled before Jau.Slst 1927 they will be broveht before th: 
League Cynuncil. : 

; As the eva cuation of Germany by ALlicd oceen ing troops nro,resses 
tiie evacuated districts wiil fall under the Leacue investigation. 

ine official agreecuent says, "the Inter-Allied Military Commission 
of Control will be withcrawn from Germeny on Januery 3lst 1927, and as 
from thst cate Article 215 of the Peace Treaty will be apnli- d in accord- 
ance with the conditions laid down by the Council of the Leacve of 
Nations". cin 


> 











The fundanental diflereaces between the Allied control sn tiie League 
system of investi’aticn are :- 
1) Me resident comiuissions in Germany. 
2) Expenses no longer borne by Gerviany but by 
the League. . wv 
The nrobable result of the second provision in retucin, investi,ation 
is obvious, as is also that of the fact that the control is to Dd© unter 
Council autnority, Germany being a Council State. A majority vote will 
set jnv stisation in motion, »ut Germany can state her case berore and 


after it. 


(Contributed). 





4. True Italo-Gerian Treaty. 








A Trect of Conciliation an7 arbitraticn between Italy 2n* Germany wes 
signed on December 29%h by Signor Mussolini and by tie German A -Dassador, 
Raron von Neurat:, at Rome. T..2 Treaty consists of a nreanltle and lo 
Glauses, an’? its duration is fixed for ten years, but it may be renewed for 
another veriod of five years unless it is ‘tenounced six .wonths before its 
exnriration. Iu Article I the two contractin, r%nrties agree to surnit to 
arbitrotion the "ecntroversies that may arise bev.ween them and which cannot 
be settled in a friendly way throvgn the usual di»rlomatic channels. This 
rule 7oes not annly to the disnutes wich nave arisen from events wich 
took nlace before tne conclusion of t.'e present treatyand belong to the 
nast. In case tne vrocedure of conciliation fails the controversy is 
then subuitted te tre Pernanent Ccurt of International Justice of the 
Hague." A nernanent Coru:issioz of Arvitration, cous0sed of five ienmbers, 
will be instituted to examine whe cases subaitied to it by either narty. 
The remaining clauses deal in 4ctail with the constitution of the Com- 
mission, the nroce4ure to be adonted in the cours.:of its findings and 
with other tecnnical matters. Article XIII reads “ghe present treaty 
will not be anmlied in questions whic accordin: to the trentics existing 
between the two srrties amito internatioial law, are under tine connetence 
of either of the tvo narties. It will not be applied in respect of these 
rights and oblisations derivin. from the Pact of Locarno." article XIV 
pe lle Treaty will oring no modification of the ri sts xnd 
the iain on Pes ngage age Parvies in tueir capacity as menbers of 

— jations, nor does it limit in -ny way the attribution ane 
co;metence of the League of Nations" = 
AS N ne", 
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The Fall of the<nrs. Cabinet. 
In order 1¢% to risk incurring defeat on any vital question the 
Warx CGacinet opened neyvotiations with the Socialists to for a Coalition 
Government to include revresentatives of all parties with the excention 

of Nationalists, Facists and Comzunists. THe Socialists would only 
entertain this offer on condition that the whole Cavinet resigned as 
otherwise they feared the inclusion of present ‘inisters of tne Reichs- 
wehr. Tnais the Gatinet refused to do and on December loth a violent 
attack was launched by Herr Scheidemann, on beualf cf the Social Democrats 
on the Reichswehr regime under the Marx Goverment. 

Ee alleged that the Reichswehr was a volitical arm directed against 
Democracy and peace, that they has accepted large sums cf money from 
nrivate nersons and big industciel organisations in excess of wiat 
anneared in the Estimates passed by the Reichstag, and that they had 
obtained munitions and money from Russia and had recruited voluntecrs 
from among Nationalist organisations. 

Eerr Scheidemann made three demands in the name of his Party:- 

(1) The prohibition of co-overation between Reichswenhr and Nationalist 
crganisations; (2) tre forbidding of the accentance cf funds from 
private individvals and (3) a complete control by civilian commissioners 
of the Reichswehr recruiting system. 

Thereupon Herr Scheidemann introduced inic the Reichstag a motion 
of "No Confidence" in the Government. 

Herr Marx accented the challenge and in a speech upheld the Reichs- 
wehr Minister and declared that whilst it was to be hoped, in view of 
several important questions which remained unsettled at Geneva, a Govern- 
ment crises would be averted, he assentei his readiness to stand or fall 
by a division. 

On December 17th the motion was taken and the Marx Government was 
defeated in the Reichstag by a majority of 78. 

President von Hindenburg after conversations with leaders of the 
vrincinal political parties decided to defer the formation of a new 
Cabinet until a short time before the reassembly of the Reichstag on 
19th January 1927. 





Constitution of the new Finnish Government. 
Tne Finnish Social-Democv7aiiec Govermaent which was sworn in on 
December 13th is comnosed as follows :- 





M. Tanner. Prime Minister. 

Professor Voionmaa. Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
M. Neinonen. (qf Deputy) Minister of Defence. 

Dr. Ryoma. Minister of Finance. 

M. Hupli (a nenuty). Winister of Commerce. 

‘Miss Sillannaa. Assistant Social Minister. 


(' Firet woman to become a Minister in Finland ). 
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Tre Revolution whic eccurre) in Nic: Fagua is illustrative 
ef the international relatione existing in Central America. ° 
the United States has an economic interest in Nicaragua based on the 
purchas: ef inter-ocean canal rights, and her troops occupied the country 
from 1912-1925 and were only withdrawn upon the election of Don Carlos 
Solorzane as Presidcnt. Before the end of 1925, however, by a bloodless: | 
coup d'etat General Chamorro, the Conservative leader, became President | 
and relegated Solorzano and his Liberai partisans to the position of 
revolutionaries. The United Statce was then faced with the difficulty 
on the one hand that she was bound by the nrinciple enunciated by Presi- 
dent Wilson not to recognize any Latin American Government set up by 
force, and on the other that it was not in her interests to supnort the 
Liberals whose policy was Nationalist and who had relations with the 
Calles Government in Mexico. America accordingly remained neutral, but 
the Mexican Government supnorted the Liberal revolutionaries and 


Aesnatched a torpedo boat and arms to their assistance 
Gex.Chamorra finding himself without foreign supvort, in defiance of 


the Monroe, Doctrine apnealed to the League of Nations who, in their 
turn, wnsuccessfully brought the matter to the attention of the vexiygan 
Goverment. By the middle of October a Peace Conference was convened 
which lasted a week. The United States presided over the proceedings 
but rlayed only an informal part and declared that she would not inter- 
vene in the present conflict. The negotiations broke down an‘ by the 
24th October oven war was resumed, the Liberals receiving further 
material sunport in arms and ammunition from Mexico. 

The United States then paw the necessity of taking action and 
General Chamorro was persuaded to resign and became Commander in Chief 
of the Army and Don Adolfo Diaz was appointed President by Congress 
and recognized by the United States on 17th November. 

In the meantime Dr Sacasa was absent procuring the support of other 
Central American countries and uvon his return he was elected President 
by the Liberals ani his authority was recognized by Guatemala and Mexico 
the latter desnatching a gunboatto the Atlantic seaboard. With a view 
to the protection of foreign pronerty on the 23rd December tiie United 
States marines, under the command of Qdmiral Latimer, were landed at 
Puerto Cabezas and a neutral zone was established. 

(7or later news see "Genernl Interest".) 


Constitution of the Danish Cabinet. 
M. Madsen-Mygdal comnleted s Cabinet on Dec.13th constituted as 


follows :- 
¥- Yadgen-Uyedal . Prime lUinister & Minister of Agriculture. 
e @ 





esen. Foreign Affairs. 
M. Neergaarad. Finance. 
M. Rytter. Justice. 
IH. Slebsager. Commerce. 
MM. Kragh. Interior. 
M. Brorsen. Defence. 
M. Bruun-Rasmuseen. Ecclesiastical Affairs. 
M. Byskov. Education. 
M. Rubev. Health. 


M. Stensballe. Public Works. 
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enore ata 0. Uriti -: A. cy 2 Se | a sis sainiaiaaiiaatiies 
~ “+ S the British aste on China addresse: to tne acter tee - 
ee... ogg nM arr creaty a 16th December 1926 was issued bj 
_ NE ee ciak ea eemonaten ot the anxiety with whicn His 
arc gy il ne fa) shed th sit atioi in China, recalling the 
Majesty's Gover:nment has easonee te apd tess the Powers agreed to safe- 
Conference at Washington 5 years' ago ppp calle teagan age ted . 

. ity al indenendence of Giina, and in tue Cuina Customs 
ee rae Tn teoeenie ee witn a view to nromoting her political 
and economical develovment promisei certain increases on ner treaty | 
tariff, known as the Washington surtaxes, under the guidance nl — 
tariff conference. They i anoointed a commission to examine ti 

-territoriality. 
or" asere Fe before the Tarifr Conference met and — > 
civil wars and disintegration in China, accompanied by the growth : a ; 
powerful Nationalist movement whicn disputed the authority of the Peking 

Government, tne negotiations broke down. The Comnission on Extra- 
Territorialitywiienhai commletei its report was similarly faced by the 
lack of a resnonsible Government to whor. to present it. 

During ali these civii wars, the Note points out, it has always been 
he consistent nolicy of the Britis” Government to aostain from any 
interference between the warring factions or rival Governments._and they 
consider that this is and will continue to be the only right attitude to 
maintain. The aims of the Nationalist movement to secure for China ai 
equal place among the nations should be met with sympathy and understand- 
ing. 








Tne Note then submits a considered oninion as to the course which 
the Washington Treaty Powers snould adopt, namely:- 

(a) They sould jointly declare their readiness to negotiate on treaty 
revision as soon as tne Chinese have constituted a Government with 
autiority to act, and pending such establishment mhould pursue a con- 
structive policy in hnarnony with the snirit of the Washington Conference 
but adapteg to the present circumstances. 

(b) They should abandon the idea of the necessity of foreign tutelage 
over the economic and political development of China and declare her 
rignt to tariff autonomy as soon as she herself has settled and vro- 
mulgated a new national tariff. 

(c) The carrying into effect without delay of the recomuendations in 
the revort of the Extra-Territoriality Commission and the immediate and 
unconditional levying of the Washington surtaxas throughout Cliina. 

(d) The proceeds from the surtaxes should not be applied to the lioui - 
dation of unsecured debt but devoted to productive objects such as rail- 
way construction and social or economic reforms of permanent benefit to 
China, more esnecially the abolition of li-kin contemnlated in the Treat. 

The note closes with the assurance that it has always beenthe aim c: 
His Majesty's Government to maintain the solidarity of the Powers, some- 
times even sacrificing ¢,447 own opinion, and they feel confident that the 
Powers wili share their anxiety to act towards Chine in the spirit which 
their earnest hope that the 
policy which is presented in 


inspired the Weshington treaties and it is 
Povers will agree to the adoption of the 
the Note for their consideration. 
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+ . an . 
ander’ Beates Freanty with * ; —_ re ee . 2 
1s Tie Treaty recently negotiated between the United States and Panama 

tee rs 1 4 " ° Tw + y + «. . } 
makes Panama virtually an inte :ral part o7 tuie United Stxtesa:in the 

event of war arforiing the lattcr tue right to assuue control of all — 

Paneman corr:nications necessary for tue protection of military transit 


ani to control all wireless stations. She furthcr cedes to the Unite 


States Manzanillo Island off tue Aticntie cnd of the Canal for perpetit... ; 
the United States to construct 2 hiviimay from Paraiso in the Canal ZC: 
southwards to Abdo port, whilst Panama is to construct roads and briart. >: 
from the Canal Zcne eastwards to Paccre and westwards to Quebrada Hor.*.- 
dura, the United States poving Prnama £7000 Zor a tridge over the Rio 
Caimito. The Treaty pre..bits the opening of fresh private enterpriscs 
in the Canal Zone by Anericans trading with United States Conmisearies, 
but ensures free trade between the Canal Zone and Panaman Territory, 
foreicn articles, however, entering, the Renublic fron the Canal Zone, 
unkess consi.;ncd to United States emmloyees are subject to the usual 
@uty.- Consignaents of liquor when passing tirrough the Canal Zone are 
to be sealed. Pamema and Colon are constituted free ports of entry 
and the United States £y» siven the right to use them on emergency. 
Ry making thie Treaty with Yuivead States Panama has acted in contra- 
vention to tre League, for should America go to war with a country who 
is a member of the Leegve of Nations and should such country appeal to 
the League, Panama, who has pledgei herself to enter all conflicts with 
the United States, would be unacle to fulfil her covenant pledges. 

Y€ i3 tos4iole*that at the next asseizty of t-.6 idajue of sationy 
‘other Centrel Anericen Stcete: will siake tie Trerty the subject oft..s 

discussion. ee ‘ big pe tae oF v? 





Constitution of the new Latvian Socialist -inistry. 
The new Latvian Government assumed office on Dec.19ti comprising:- 
NM. Skujenieks. Prime Finister @. Interior. M. Bitte. Justice. 





“. Bastian. Finance. iM. Krievs. Communications. 
li. Cielens. Foreign. M. Mittul. Agriculture. 
lie Raines. Education. M. Rudevic.Health. 


M. Bangerski. War. 
(“.Skujenieke is leader of the Reformist Socialists and !i. Cielens 
is a member of the Left Socialists). 


Constitution of the new Yuzoslavian Cebdinet. 
The new Administration was sworn in on 24th Dec. comrising:- 











M.OQuzounovitch Prime Minister. "General Hajitch. War. 
f{.Ninko aoe yveveign Affairs. ‘General ifilos- 
*.Boja Maximovitch. Turuvrior. -avlyevitch. 
i-Misha Trifounovitch. Ea cation. +t Bogdan Marko- ical 
Dr. H.Serghkitch. Justice. -vitch. Finance 
Dr. Slavko Filetitch. Health. ‘il. August Koshu-~) Public 
{~ Milorad Vuitchitch. bliic Worshin. -titch. ) Works 
H.wfilan Sinonovitch. Mines & Forests. : 
M.Vassa Yovanovitch. Unificetion of ('Ministers not in the 

Lavs. Skunsiiti , 
M.Paul Raditch. Agrarian Reform. tina) 


M.Benjamin Shuperina. Posts ¢ Telegraphs. I4¢ Radical-Raditchist 
Dr. Ivan ¥reyatch. Conerce. Coalition remaing unchanszed. 


























Itl. GENERAL INTEREST. (Page 12) 





’ 


ot 
‘Italy 


ALBA TIA. 
pont status 


Dec.lith. The Albanian Senate unanimously ratified the 
Tirana, together with an annexed document setting forth 
can act in nrotection of Albania's territorial and politi 


quo only on Albania's official reguest. 
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BULGARIA. 
Dec.15tn.Professor iHoloff tne tfinister of sinance laii before the 


Sobranye the Refugee Loan Convention and the agreement concluded wuts 


Boudholders of the pre-war loans. 
Dec.17th. The Sobranye ratified tie convention for the Refugee Loan 


and the agreements annexed. 











CZECHOSLOVAKIA . 
PHec.lotn. Mr James A. Russell, Commissioner of Tarifrs, in the 


Denartment of #inance, Ottowa, lir L.D.Wilgress, Canadian Trade Com- 
missioner in Germany, and tir R. Watson Seller, Secretary of Canadian 
Minister of #inance, arrived in Prague to discuss tradje innrovewents 
between Canada and Czechoslovakia. 

Dec.15th. Following its adovtion by the Chamber, the Czechoslovak 
Budget or 1927 which balances at 9,700,900,000 Crowags was passed by 
the Senate. 

Dec.20th. A provisional traie agreeient between Czechoslovakia and 
Canada was signed at Prazue, to come into force on lst January 1927. 














CHINA. 
Dec.9th. vr Miles Lamnson, the British Minister, called unon ir Eugene 
Chen at the Bureau of Foreign Affairs. 
Dec.lOth. *& Chen called unon lir Lamoson. They were in conference for 
two hours. 
Decelitn. A large mass :naeeting was held to welcome Generali Borodin at , 
Hankow. (General Borotin is the Bolshevist adviser of the Canton Govt). 
Nec.1l3tin. The Cnrinese Commission connected with the Tariff Conference 
has decided to request tne Powers to give a definite renly confirming 
the Cuinese nronesal that tne Sonference 8,i0u1d be resumed witsiin a 
fortaiisht. 
Dec.l4tu. iJumerous are renorte? to have occurred. 
Dec.l5th. Chekiang declared its indeventence of Sun Ciuang fam and 
cut the go eng Railway near Hangchow. : 

Ichani and Shasi wore captiuced by Nationalists (Cantonese). 
Dec.i7t-.. rr "ti les uamngon lel for Peking to take un his post as 
British Renresentative ; ; 

Steansi19 saitang: vere suspended between Hankow and Ichan,. 

T.16 gual sinaaaias Ralivay was repaired and through comuunicsntion 
estavtisnet again. ; 
Dec.loth. The -ritish C.ar.je d'affaires submittei a Jote at a lieeting 
of the Diniomatic Corns nrorssing lines of pOLIiCVY t. be ynursved in 
regerd to China. 

Dec .1l0th. ‘Ir Saburi, the Jananese cfficial engage? in aki in, inves - 





























tigations, onened converseticns wit the Cx-ton Govermaent. 
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CHINA (Contd). 

















watts: 





Dec.20th. The anti-British camnaign is being vigorously prosecuted in 
Ganton and elsewhere with official connivance. 

A rebel rising took place in western Yunnan the rebels were victorious 
and set up their own Government at Tengyueh, Government troops asseiibled 
+o advonce on the rebels. 

For China and League expenses (see Leayue of Nations). 

Dec-2lst. Sun Fo (son of fuentes Sen) and otuer Nationalist leaders at 
a meeting at Henkes amnounced the British and exhorted a boycott of 
British commerce - 

Dec.22nd. “Mr Lampson, the British Minister, arrived at Tientsin and 
visited Chang Ts0- eral military headquarters. 

Cantonese soldiers attempted to enter tie British concession at Hankow 
British Marines were called out and the incident ended without bloodsned. 
Dec.27th. Chang Tero-lin arrived at Peking. 

Three big anti-Christian and anti-British meetings were held at 
Wuchang, Hanyang and Hankow. 

Dec .28th. The postal service to Hunan was suspended. 
Dec.3s0th. The Chinese Servants' Union presented their demands to the 
British Consul-General . 

For Italian Government's renly to British Memorandum - (gee Italy). 
Dec.Slst. For French Government's revly to British Note - (See France). 
Anti-Christian pronaganda in the »rovince of Huneh resulted in an 

outbreak of violence and destruction. 

Dec .31st.(Contd) The reorganisation of the Peking Government was sus- 
yended owing to Wu Pei-fu's: denunciation of his brother, General Chin 
Yin-e-ac, as a traitor. 

Arrangements were comnleted between the Chinese and foreign authori- 
ties for the rendition to the Shanghai Provisional Chinese Court of the 
Shanghai Mixec Court to become effective from ist January 1927, similar 
action +o be taken in resnect of the French Mixed Court to operate from 
5th January 1927. 

January 1st i927. Mr Eugen Chen the Foreign Minister of the Canton Governs 
ment rejectea tne British provosal for the ap:lication of surtaxes on 
the ground that it would néln the Northern faction. 
An anti-foreign strike was declared in the Corcession of Kiukiang. 
A British destrover is standing by. 

The Canton Commissioner for Poreign Af fairs at Hankow notified sur- 
taxes on gcodcs entering the port of 23% on ordinary goods and 5% on 
"luxuries". 

The Nationalist Government issued a mandate consolidating the cities 
of Hankow, Wuchang and Hanyang into one city named Wuhan which will 
become she Nationelist capital and be governed by a commission of nine. 
Hany. 2nd. The Inspector-General of ifaritime Custome announced that the 
Customs Revenue for 1925 anounted to 78,100,000 Hailwan taels, an 
increase of 8,230,000 cover 1925, and all foreign loans and indemnity 
obligaticne secured on the Customs Revenue, including the service of the 
Reorganisation Loan of 1913, have been mey in full. 





















































CEINA (Cont1). 





Jany ord. The Kuomintan, Flag was substituted for the Chinese Remiblican 
flag over the Maritime Customs Administrction and surtaxes were levied 
and collected by the Cantonese Government. 
“Mobs invaded the Concession at Hankow and the British Admiral warned 
he Cantonese Commissioner for Foreign Affairs that unless ne could put 
an end to trese invasions action would be taken. Later Marines vere 
anted. They held the mob off without firing, ‘.owever. | 
Anti-Christian outbreaks continued in the interior of hunen 
Jany 4th. The Pritish iarines were withdrawn unon an arrangement having 
been mace with the Chinese to nolice the Concession. 
Mr Mac Murray, American Minister in Ciiina, left for America to confer 
with Mr Kellog on the Chinese situation. 
Marshall Chang Tso-lin decided to annoint Moh Teh-hui, the Civil 
Governor of Fengtien, Prime Minister. 
The mob returned and invaded the Concession at Hankow. Business 
was closed down. 
Hany 6th. The mob was renorted to be stili running riot in tue Con- 











cession. Women and children were talen aboard British steamers and 
many fugitives are on tneir way to Shanziai. The Caitonese Foreign 


Minister issued a proclamation stating that the Chinese police and 
military will »sreserve order and safej;uard life and property of the 
British and other Foreigners. There wes some fignting near Hangclow 
in weich the troops of Sun Chuan-Fan,, were victorious. 





DENMARK . 
Dec.lOth. I. Hadsen-Mygdal (Liberal) accepted the invitation of the 
King to form a Government. (vor Constitution - see Pag! 9). 
Dec.l3thn. LM. liadsen-Mygdal comoleted his cabinet. ——— 
Dec.20th. The new Cabinet placed before the Chamber a scueie for the 
reestablishment of the gold currency. 
Dec.22nd. The two Chambers of the Riksday adonted the Biil permitting 
the convertibility of Danish Notes into Gold as from lst January 1927, 
at the rate of 28,000 Kronen against one bar gold. 




















FIWLAND . 
Dec.l2th. M. Tanner formed a Social Democratic Government. (Por 
Constitution - See Page 38). 











FRANCE. 
Dec.l0th. The Conference of Ambassadors held a Meeting, following one 
held by the Inter-Allied Military Committee. 
Dec.1oth. The French Budget was nassed for 1927 showing a surplus of 
over £1,558,000. 
Dec.21st.At a Conference of Ambassadors 7%. Clinchemt was nomincted 
Ambassador at Bucarest, M.Menry Cambon at Belgrade, if. “e Chambrun at 
Vienna and **. Clement Simon at Athens. 
Dec .28th. For Treaty of Comacrce with Mexico. - (See iexico). 
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.. FRANCE (Contd). 





bec.-coth. For interviews on China question - (See Great Britain). 
pec.20tn. If. Brianec interviewed the Jananese Ambassador regarding the 


ore 
—_-= 


Chinese situation. 

Dec.S5lst. France handed Great Britain her revly to the British Menor- 

andum oft i8%th December. 

jJany ora. M.Briand in statements which he gave to Paris nevwspaners 

reaffirmed nis belief in his nolicy of European Hntente and of rap- 

prochement with Germany, at the same time exoressing his faith in the 

League or Nasions. 

Jany.6th. The Suverior Counci. of National Defence is nreparing a 

scheme for tie permenent system of insnection for the demilitarized 

zone of the Rhinsiand. : 
The Papal Nuncic, Mgr-.Meslione issued a formal statement in defence 

of the ad’ress deliverec to the President of the Renubdlic on New 


Year's Day. 


GERMANY . 





Dec.14th. Herr Michaelis, the Chancellor of a hundred days, to whom it 
fol. to defeat tho Reichstag peace resolution of July 1917, was ex- 
amines. by the sub-committee of the Reichstag with regard to the Pope's 
ettempt te bring abouts peace in June 191”. 

Dec.15th. Herr Kuhlman, the former Secretary of Foreigz Affairs, Was 
the princin-7 witness at an inauiry of the sub-committee of the Reich- 
stag, considering, the above ection of N-rr Michaelis. 

A further six volumes of the officias documents issued by the German 
Foreign Ministry and published hy the Verlag fur Politik und Geschichte 
hes anvneorec. These conpiese the work. 

Dec.i6th. German Socialists ciallenged the liarx Government to a vote 
of convidence in connection with the Reichswehbr disclosures. 

Dec.l7th. Herr Merx Coalition Government was defeated era vote if "no 
confidence: by the Socialists. The Nationalists voted with the 
socialists. 

Dec.18th. President von Hindenberg held conversations with leaders 

of the princinei +olitical perties, as a result of wnich the formation 





of a new Cabinet vas deferred until early January 1927. 
Dec.23th. Herr Stresemann speaking at Hamburg at a dinner given in his 
honour by the Senate said that "after the recent events in the Reichstag, 
in snite of the acrimonious party disnutes, he could assert with satis- 
faction thet the uns and downs of domestic politics would make no 
difference to tne foreign policy followed by Gernany". 
Dec.22nd. Tre Reichsrat passed the Pudget Estimates for 1927, balancing 
at $,500,000,900 (£425,00C,CCO). 

For Commercial Treaty with Poland - {See Poland). 
Nec.<Sta. For Treaty of Conciliation end Arbitration with Italy - (See_ 
Italy). 


Jany.6th. A Cabinet meeting was held to determine the new instructions 

















tor the German negotiators on she remaining auestions of disarmament and 
control. The discussion was not comnleted qhen the Cabinet adjourned. 
































GREAT SBRITAI}. 





Dec.14th. Mr Baldwin, the Prime iJinister, received o denutation of 
liembers of the Conservative Party, who urged that no successor to ii. 
Kressin as Charge d'Affaires in this country should be recognized until 
the Soviet Government had agreed to cease all forms of »ropaganda against 
the British Emnire. 

Dec.28th. For claims against fexico. - (See Mexico). 

Dec.29th. The King ancnroved the annointment of Mr W.A.C.Goodchild as 
British Secretary and Assistant Delegate to the Reparation Commission in 
the nlace of Sir Basil Kemball-Cook who has resigned. 

Dec.dJoth. Lord Crewe was intervieved by I]t. Briand on the situaticn in 























China. Sir Austen Chamberlain interviewed the Jrench Ambassador on the 
Chinese question. 
Dec.30th. Naval Mission in Greece. - (See Greece). 








Jany.1lst 1927. For Polish debt renayment. - (See Poland). 








GREECE. 
Dec.L7th. Cant.C.E.Turle R-.N. head of the new British Naval iiission 


arrived in Athens. 

Sir Percy Loraine, new British itinister, visited M. biichalakopoulos, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Dec.22nd. The contracts for the French Military Mission were extended 
until tne end of March 1928. 

Dec.30th. The contract for the new British Naval Mission was signed, to 
be in force for 2 years from 15th March 1927. 














GUATEMALA . 
Dec.18th. General Chacon was noninnted President of the Republic until 


1923. 
Dec.2lst. Guatemala signed The Hague Court pretocol and optional clause 


for comnulsory jurisdiction. 











HONDURAS . 
Dec.2lst. A United States warshin was ordered to La Ceiba owing to 


threatened disorders. 








BUNGARY . 
Dec.18th. A FPranco-Hungarian comiercial agreement was signed in Paris, 
ijt is an amending sunplement to the Commercial Convention of Oct.13th 
1925. 
f Dec.19th. The list of returns was comnleted showing 208 hiembers in 
sunnort of the Government and 37 in supnvort of the Ovnnosition. 
Dec.2lst. Count Alexandre Teleki was elected President of the Fascist 


Party - 














HOLLAND. 
Dec.1l3th. Earl Granville the nevly anvointed British Minister to the 





Hague presented his letters of credit to the Queen. 
































ITALY. 
Dec.15th. Signor Turanti leader of the Italian Socialist Party arrived 





in Paris. 

Dec.29th. A Treaty of Conciliation and Arbitration was signed in Rome 
between Germany and Italy. 

Dec.30th. The Italian renly to the British Memorandum on China was 
handed to the British Ambassador. 





JAPAN. 
Dec.13th. The estimates for the coming financial year are the highest 


on record, totalling anvoroximately £17,303,730, of which slightly under 
27% will be devoted to the fighting services. 
Dec.25th. The death of the Emperor occurred. 





LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 
Dec.lOth. The representatives of Great Britain, France, Italy, Belgium 


and Janan met in Sir Austen Chamberlain's rooms at the Beau Rivage Hotel. 
An official communique stated that they were able to note a general 
progress. 

The Council referred the mandates questionnaire back to the Permanent 
Mandates Commission. . 

A revort on the exchanze of Greek and Bulgarian refugees was read by 
Sir Austen Clmberlain. 

The Council anvroved the issue by the Esthonian Government of a Loan 
under the auspices of the League. 

Dec.llth. The Council comnleted its work. 

Dec.loth. The representatives of the Powers that constitute the Ambassa- 
dors’ Conference in Paris reached an agreement to transfer military 
control in Germany from the Inter-Allied Military Commission to the 
Leaguc. 

Dec.20th. The Chinese Government informed Sir Eric Drwnmond that it was 
mprevared to pay arrears cf China's share of the League exnenses out of 
the Custom's Duties on foreign goods. 

Dec.20th. For Germany and The League. - (See Germany). 

Tec.s6tn. The White House decided that the U.s. should take part in the 
International Conference on Double Taxation ovnening at Geneva on 5th 
January. 

In a summary of the year's work the Secretariat nointed out that the 
most imvortant event was the entry of Germeny into the League and the 
reorganisation of the Council. 

Dec.29th. The British and Sudan Governments have apnroved the decision 
of the Council of the League to prolomg for 6 months the mandate of the 
Commission on Sleening Sickness in Hquatorial Africa and have agreed to 
continue their financial assistance. 

Jany.4th.1927. The Anti-Slavery Convention was sighta by the High 














ommissioner for South Africa. 
Jany.5th. The Committee of Experts on Double Taxation and Tax Evasion met 
at Geneva. The British Member of the Committee is S:r Percy Thomson. 
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LITHUANTA .- 
Dec.l7?th. A military couo d'etat was attexnnted, the insurgents arresting 
the Presicent of the Republic and many Ministers. 

Dec.19th. Dr Grinius handed in his resignation. . 

Dec. 19th. The New Presideit and itinistry was formed and assumed office 

i% included Professor Valdemaras ( Prime Minister & Foreign Affairs), 

M. Nestergis (Interior), Dr Kearvelis (Fi mon oe Colonel Merkis (War) , 

Dr Bistras (Education),MAleksa (Agriculture) ,M.Jankevicius ( Communications) 
M.Shillingas (Justice } and M.ililchus (State Coutrol er). 

Dec.2lst. Professor Valdemaras in a statement to the Press charged Poland 
with attempting to organize a communist revolt in Lithuania. ile attachod 
the utmost immortance to a friendly understanding with Germany and Sovict 
Russia. 

















ME MEK XT CO. QO. 
Dec. l2th. Senor Robert Pesoeira wiio is considered to be the intermediary 


or President $*lles with the oil magnates issued a statement to the 
effect that the majority of the foreign 0i1 companic3 operatin., in ifexico 
would comoly with the new and and Petroleum Laws. 
Dec.28th. The Senate ratified the British Mexican Claims Convention for 
damages sustained by British citizens from revolutionary activity for 
the neriod of 1910-1922. 

The. Senate also vnassed the amended Treaty of Commerce with France. 
Dec .50th. President Cailes refused a request to extend the enforcement 
of the new o21 regulations beyond 31l3t December. 
Gany.2nd.1927. Rioting occurred in four nvnlaces in “‘exico. 














MOROCCO. 
Dec.i2th. Snain is renatriating 5000 Snanish soldiers whose presence 
is no longer necessary. 





NICARAGUA . 

Dec.eizth. General Adoifo Diez, President of the Nicaraguan Conservative 
Goveriment, in his pnroclematvion declared that his Government hed inform. 
ation thet the Mexican Govermrent was organizing a formidable exvedition 
to be leunched ageinst the Atlantic seaboard of sicaragua. | 
Dec.2ist. Tie Wicaraguan Government ce*eated a band of rebcls nearQuilali, 
Tic Government aircraft disecvered a consicerable rebel force concen- 
trated near the Pacific and accordiagly desnatched troons to the scene. 
Dec.25rd. United States Bluejackets were landed in the district of Rio 
Grande to nrotect American and foreign interests. A neutral zone was 
formed and a wireless censorship was imnosed by the U.S.Admiral Latimer. 
Dec.25t%. An aitempt was made on the live of the President General Diaz. 
Dee 2BEh. . ae Liberal forces of Dr. Sacasa defeated she Conser- 
vative forces o enor er : . - Lac 

pig Pigg 9h sg = Agee Pele po batile at. Pearl Lagoon. 

ranged Tor the »xurnose oz 











burying the dead. The American Adimiral Latimer oursued his policy of 
extending the neutral zone. 
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« 2 


NICARAGUA. (Contd). 
Dec.28+h. Dr. Sacasa sent a formal protest to the State Department 
against the onerations of American forces on Nicaraguan soil. 
Dec.30th. Generel Diaz asked the U.S. to declare the Escondido Valiey a 
neutral zone stating that he could not guarantee the protection of 
foreigners. 
Dec.3lst.The wireless censorship by Admiral Latimer was removed. 
Jany.5th.1927. United States marines are being sent up to lianagua, and 
Mr Kellog, the Secretary of State, has been invited by the yoreign 
Relations Committee of the Senate to make a statement on the policy of 
the Administration towards ifexico and Nicaragua. 
Jany.6th. Six more United States warships have been ordered to Nicara- 
guan waters. Permission has been given to General Diaz to vnurchase arms 
in the United States. Admiral Latimer has been authorized to prevent 
the landing of arms for the Sacasa (Liberal) forces. 




















NORWAY . 
Dec.lOth. The distribution of the Nobel Peace Prize was made. The Peace 
Prize for 1926 was divided between M. Briand and Herr Stresemann and 
the Peace Prize for 1925 between Sir Austen Chamberlain and General Dawes, 
Vice-President of ¢@a United States. 





PANAI TA . — 
Dec.2lst. For U.S.A. and Paname Treaty. ~- (See U.S.A.}). 








PERSIA - 
Dec.24th. M.-Abdel Ali Khan Dadry Sadighes Saltaneh, the new Persian 
“Minister, arrived in London. 


FORU. 
Dec.cend. The Peruvian Government renlied to the United States and 
suggested that they should be left the vossession of Tacna-Arica and 
should cece to Bolivia the vort of Viter and a territory south of Tacna, 
and that Chile should retain the nitrgte mines of Childaya. 





POLAND. ; 
Dec.1l0th. The Government's Prees decree was thrown out by the Seym withoui 
a vote having been cast in its favour. 
Dec.15th. The Seym approved the Provisional Budget for the first quarter 
of 1927 authorising the expenditure of 489,500,000 zloty (£11,600,000). 
Dec.22nd. A commercial treaty was Sig eg in Berlin with Germany. 
Jvany.ist 1927.Poland paid a further instalment of £165 ,318 to Great 
Britain.off her debt in accordance with the Funding Agreement of 1924. 
Jany 4th. li. Wielowieyski was appointed Polish representative at the 
Polish-German Commission created on the basis of the Locarno Treaty. 


PORTUGAL. 
Dec.sist. An agreement for the funding of Portugal's War Debt to Great 











Britain was signed. 
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SPAIN. 
Jany.ord. 
ratified. 


The Arbitration Treaty between Snain and Switzerland was 





RUMANIA . , a 
Jany.-6th. It was announced that li. Manoilescu, t-1¢ Under-Secretary of 


State for Finance would shortly proceed to Rome in order to negotiate 
an Itelian-Rumcnian commercial treaty and arrange the conditions for 
the co-oneration of Italian canital in the industrial development of 





Runanie. 


S‘TITZERLAND. 
Doe, 16th M. Giusenne Motta (chief of the Political Devartiment and Vice- 


Presijent of the Federal Council) was elected President for 1927. 
Jany.3rd. For Swiss-Snanish Arbitration Treaty (gee Spain). 














TANGIER. 
Dec.13th. The first meeting of the Comission appointed by the iMendub 
to investigate the conduct of tie Civil »olice in Tangier was neld. 





TURKEY. | ' 
Dec.lOth. The Turkish Cabinet annroved tie arbitration agreement set. 


tiing the dispute between France and Turkey arisin; out of the sentence 
of immrisonment passed by the Turkish Courts on an officer of the french 
Steamshin "Lotus". 





U. Ss. A. 
Dec.l3th. The Treaty pnrohibitin, the use of asphyxiating, poisonous or 


other gases in warfare was referred back to the Senate Commitvee on 
Foreign Relations without ratification. 

Dec.14t:.. Two Havana newsnapers nublished tne text of the Treaty recent- 
Ty negotiated betwen Panama and the U.S.A. and the Pananan Secretary 

of Foreign Relations admitted that the napers contained the exact text. 
Desel5thn. <r Julius Klein has been annointed Secretary General of the 
Inter-American High Commission - a body having national sections in 
each of the 21 Anecrican Renu>lics. 

Payment was mase to the United. States Treasury by the British Govern- 
ment of $.02,950,000 (£18,590,000) of wich ¥.25,000,000 (£5,000, 000) 
is on account of princisal and %.67,950,000 (£13,590,000) is on account 
of interest under the terms of the British Debt funding Agreenent. 
Dec.2lst. Terms of the proposed Amcrican Treaty with Panajia were pub- 
lished. 

Mr “Moug:ton U.S.A,Ambassador in London, ifr Hammond U.S.A. Ambassador 
in Snain ani iir Parker Gilbert, Agent-General for Reparations, landed 
in New York acconnanied by detectives. 

Dec.25r1. ir.Thornpson presented his rexort on conditions in the 
Fad bi ppene Asiands to President =*Paeat 














O.S-A. and Nicarazua - (See Nicaragua). 
Jany.6t2. U.S.A. and ilie regua.- (See Nicaragua). 
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- Dec.9th. It is renorted that 
the Comzunist Internnaticnel and 
from the attacks of Stalin. 





Dec .2%th. ll. Kerzhentseff the retiring diplomatic representative in 


Itcly in a speech Acclared that he hoped economic relations with 
Italy would develon and that Soviet politicians were »reparing tie 
vay for closer relations wit Yugoslavia. 

Jany.3ra.1927. Considerebie differences cf oninion nave arisen in 





the joint sittings of the financi-l s xecialists of t..e Soviet Peovles 


Corruisars and the Soviet Labour and Defence convened to “a3s the 
Bu2zet for the nresent financinl year. Revenue is est? -iated a 


4,701,000,000 ro.>les. The Gosnlan estimated a considerable deficit. 


YOCOSLAVIA . 





Dec.1lt>. The jeatn of °°. Nikola Pashtich occurred. 

Dac.el4tn. MH. Ouzonovitch inforied the King that he was unavle to 
form a Cabinet. 

Dec.21st%. °%, Ouzonovitch was agein unsuccessful in his attemmt to 
form a Cabinet and :". Davidocitcna was entrusted vith the task. 
Dec.22nd. °3. Davidovitch expressed to the King his inability to 
form a Corlition Govermacnt and the mandate va3 azgain given to i.. 
Ouconcvitcn. 

The deat:: of I%. Panta Gavrilovitel: occurred. 


Dec .24ti.. 2. Ouzonovitcnhn formed a Coalition Cabinet of whic.ii four 
nev: Mecnbers were not si«tbers of the Skunshtina. 

Dec.dlst. °°. Simonoviteh, itinister of tiines and Yoresits and lM. 
~2Lletiten, Minister of Noalth, tendered their resi:,naiions to the 
King. 

Jany.4t.. Tre Cabinet cancelled the Obzgnane (regulation unier the 
Defence of the Realm Act) issueA on Dec.23rd 1924, avaihst the 
Croat Peasant Part:. 




















Trotsiy anneared at » conference of 
clained the right to defend ninself 
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German Disarmanent. 7 





League of Nations was the negotiaticns reloting to the assumption by tie 
League of responsibility for suvervising Geran arinaments as orovided tir 
in Articie 213 of the Treaty of Versailles. Cut of a hundred questions 
all but two were settled during the meeting of tlie Council. The two 
questions still to be settled relate to Gérnan rortifications and the 
export of semi-manufactured way material. Nesctiations are being cun- 
tinued in regard to these points but it has been agreed tlat the inter- 
Allied Military Commission of Control shali be witudrawn on January Slst. 
The League will not keep any permanent orgenisation of investigation on 
any part of Germany's territory but investigating committees will be set 
up and if tle Council decides by a meajority vote that it is necessary to 
investigate a particular conPlaint, one of these comiuitees will be 
desnatched to make enquiry into the matter. 





Three International Conferences. 

The Council agreed to caii three international conferences during 
1927. First and foremost there is the World Eccnomic Conference which 
the Council decided to convene at Geneva on May 4th, 1927. This will 
vrobebly prove the most important conference yet called by the League. 

On July 4th a Conference is to be held for tie purpose of founding the 
International Relief Union whose object will be to give help to countries 
overtaken by such disasters as earthquakes or flood. At the close of 
the year a Conference is to be summoned to frame a Convention on the 
control of the privat? manufacture cf arms. 








More Reconstruction Schemes - 

The scheme for the fulgarian loan of £3,006,0CO gor the settlement 
of refugees came before the Council in its final form before being 
floated at the end cf the month. An application form from ti:e Govern- 
ment of Esthonia for help in raising e loan for tie reorganising of the 
Stst2 Bank vas brought before te Council for the first time. The 
League approved the scheme ant a loan of £1,000,000 is to be issued 
forthwith. A new loan for the Freé City of Danzig was also authorised 
by tus Council. 








fhe cutstanding feature of the December mecting of tye Council of thx« 
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¥. NOTICES. 








VI. FORTHCOMING EBVSSTS.- 





Ar? 


'SUPSRVISOR COLLZISSION. 


"MEETING FOR THE FCRMATICN OF INTER- 
NATIONAL MUSEULS OFFICE. 


‘INTERNATIONAL CONTINUATION COURSE 
IN PUSLIC HEALTH. 


"ADVISORY COMITTSS ON TRAFFIC IN OPIUL. 


"CONFERENCE OF HEALTH EXPERTS ON 
INFANT WELFARE. 


"ECONOMIC COMMITTEE . 


‘JOINT MARITIME COMMISSION OF THE INTER- 
NATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION. 


S4TH SESSICN OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE. 


COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON BIBLIOGRAPHY 
OF GRECO-ROMAN ANTIQUITY. 


COCfITTEE OF EXPERTS ON CIVIL AVIATION. 
"HEALTH COMMITTEE. 


'COMITTES FOR THE STUDY OF ARTICLE II 
OF THE COVENANT. 


'INTERCFANGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS. 
PAN-AMERICAN CONGRESS OF PROFESSORS. 
‘COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON BUDGETS. 


The arranzgewents for the Conference to be held on February ls 
on Conciliation ani Arbitration in Industry are being rapidly vushed 
forward by the League of Nationa Union. 
distinguished men. 


The Speakers will include msc, 
Following up thie Conference the League intends 
organise a party to visit Geneva in May and attend the Annual Confer, 
of the International Labour Organisation. 
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MARCH 22ND. 


MARCH 25TH. 


APRIL 25TE. 


APRIL 25T'T. 
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JUNE 20TE. 
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(Continued). 


FORTICOMING EVENTS , 





‘ECONOMIC CGi 
'PINANCIAL COM ITTIZ . 
'44T3 SESSION 
‘COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON DISAIAENT. 


'SUB-COIZIISSION "B" OF THE PREPARA- 
TORY COMMISSION FOR THE DISARMAME..T 
CONEERGNCE . 


"PREPARATORY COMTSSION 
ARUAMEN? COW: 


'COMMITTEE OF BXPERTS FOR THE PRO- 


GRESSIVE CODISICATION OF IiuTeaJATIONAL 

‘FINAL CONSERENCE OF TEE IWTERCHANIGE OF 
BLIC NEALTA OFFICERS. 

‘INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OW RABIZS. 


PAN-AMERICAN CONFERENCE ON INTSR-- 


NATIONAL LAY. 


"ADVISORY COMMITTED FOR THE PROTECTION 
AND WELFARE Of CHUILDRE} 


"INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CC JFERE} 
UNTERNATIONAL OIL EXXYIBITION. 
SRD PAN-AMERICAN COLD(ERCIAL CONSHRENCE.WASHINGTON. 

'PERMANS IT MANDATES COMMISSION. 


"CONFERENCE FOR THE CONSTITUTION OF 
AY INTERWATIONAL RELI@F UNION. 
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